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INTRODUCTION
1. Melkites in Egypt in the Middle Ages

Melkites' played important role in Medieval Egypt, among the monks
of St Catherine Monastery many monks bear the nisbah (place of origin) “al-
Masr?” implying that they are from Cairo®among them: Afthimi al-MisrT’,
Agathun Ibn Faish al-Tarsint’, Arsan al-MistT’, Athanasi al-Misri’, Mikha'Tl
al-Misri®, and Qustantin Ibn AbT al-Ma“ali Abi al-Fath’.

There were also some congregations of Melkites in Lower Egypt such
as in Sunbat from where came Butrus Ibn Salim al-Sunbiti a Melchite hie-
romonk from the village of Sunbat, who in 1199 was living at the monastery
of Saint Catherine in Sinai®.

There was a bishop for Cairo, we know the name of one of them Butrus
a thirteenth-century Melkite bishop of Misr’. And there was a bishop of Da-
mietta, one of them was Marqus in the fourteenth-century'®. It is known that
during the Crusades Damietta had a considerable Christian population that
was strongly Melkite'"

2. The book of Abii al-Makarim"

The book attributed to Abli al-Makarim is a compilation of previous

1) P. GALADZA, «Eastern Catholic Christianity», in K. PERRY (ed.) Blackwell compa-
nion to Eastern Christianity, 2007, pp. 291-317; especially pp. 297-298.

2) Samir KHALIL S.J., «Afthimi al-Misri», CE 1, p. 65b.

3) Samir KHALIL S.J., «Agathun Ibn Fasih al-Tursini», CE 1, pp. 70a-70b.

4) Samir KHALIL S.J., «Arsani al-Misri», CE 1, pp. 239a-239b.

5) Samir KHALIL S.J., «Athanisi al-Misri», CE 2, p. 297b.

6) Samir KHALIL S.J., «Mikha'il al-Misri», CE 5, pp. 1630a-1630b.

7) Samir KHALIL S.J., «Qustantin Ibn Abi al-Ma‘ali Abi al-Fath Abu al-Fath», CE 7,
pp- 2046a-2047b.

8) Samir KHALIL S.J., «Butrus Ibn Salim al-Sunbati», CE 2, pp. 430b-431a.

9) Samir KHALIL S.J., «Butrus», CE 2, p. 428b).

10) Samir KHALIL S.J., «Marqus», CE 5, pp. 1541b-1542a.

11) Aziz S. ATIYA, «Ayyubid Dynasty and the Copts», CE 1, pp. 3 14a-315a

12) Our references refer to the edition of Samuel AL-SURIANI, 0,a) 3 5031y S D
oY e d‘ Sl s S GY 3Nt 2o U [History ofthe churches and mo-
nasteries in the twelfth century according to Abu al-Makarim which was falsely attributed to
Abu Salih the Armenian], Cairo, 1984, 4 vols. and also B.T. EVETTS and A.J. BUTLER, The
Churches and Monasteries of Egypt and some Neighbouring countries, attributed to Abii Sa-
lih the Armenian, Oxford, 1895.
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sources written by one or more successors of Abfi-al-Makarim". In the last
years several studies had been done using this book as a source'. In this pa-
per we will focus on the Melkite community in Egypt.

We will highlight as far as possible the places which they have a good
congregation, their churches and their patron saints.

Here are the quotations from the book of Abii al-Makarim mentioning
Melkites, classified according to the geography, with a short commentary.
A. CAIRO

1. The Harit Zuwailah"®
Fol. 5b, p. 5:
ol ) ol ST gl g lans al g B e Y BV 5 Laeliil domd ot 3]
Al pp by g Ay £ ) sk s 1515 5 plaly S SN Jal g ks Jaly 4l
Oyl I ASI S s 31y 3 ke e e L ol |yl oLV
)

In the aforesaid lane, (there is) a church of lord (Marf) Nicolas'® in the

13) Ugo ZANETTI, « Abu 1-Makarim et Abu Salih», in Bulletin de la Société
d’Archéologie Copte 34 (1995), 85-133. Johannes DEN HEDER, «The Composition of the His-
tory of the Churches and Monasteries of Egypt -Some preliminary remarks», in Acts of the
Fifth International Congress of Coptic Studies Washington 12-15 August 1992, David JOHN-
SON (ed.), vol. 2, Part 1, Roma, 1993, pp. 209-219.

14) Among them, cf. Samuel AL-SURIANI, « Icdnes et iconographie d’aprés le manuscrit
d’Abu el-Makarim, publié en arabe au Caire 1984 », in Le Monde Copte 18, (1990), 78. Mau-
rice MARTIN SJ, « Le Delta chrétien a la fin du XII° s. », in OCP 63 (1997), 181-199. Maurice
MARTIN SJ, « Alexandrie chrétienne a la fin du XII° d’aprés Abl 1-Makarim », in Alexandrie
médiévale 1, Christian DECOBERT et Jean Yves EMPEREUR (eds.), (coll. Etudes alexandrines
3), Cairo, 1998, pp. 45-49. Maurice MARTIN SJ, « Chrétiens et musulmans a la fin du XII°
siécle », in Valeur et distance: Identités et Sociétés en Egypte, Paris, 2000, pp. 83-92. Maurice
MARTIN SJ, « Dévotions populaires au Caire a la fin du XII° siécle », in degyptus Christiana,
Mélanges d’Hagiographie Egyptienne et Orientale dédiés & la mémoire du P. Paul Devos
Bollandiste, Ugo ZANETTI et Enzo LUCCHESI (eds.), (coll. Cahiers d’Orientalisme XXV), Pa-
trick Cramer, Geneéve, 2004, pp. 313-320.

15) Myriam Wissa, «Harit Zuwaylah», CE 4, pp. 1207b-1209a. Otto F. August MEL-
NARDUS, Christian Egypt Ancient and Modern, American University in Cairo, Cairo, 1977,
pp. 301-304.
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lane known as al-Sadid at the Zuwailah well. It was very small and its
building was renovated by Abii al-Barakat Ibn al-Layth'’, his brother, his
congregation and the Catholics in Cairo during the caliphate of al-Amir
(1101-1130 AD); and when the Byzantines (Riim) and the Franks and the
other nations came to it, they celebrated on a separated altar. And when
the patriarch of the Melkites came, he dwelt in it. And it is known as Ibn
al-Guddah.

Commentary

It goes without saying that Saint Nicolas was a bishop of Asia Minor
who is also commemorated in the Coptic Church'® (1101-1130).

2. Harit al-Ram"
Fol. 9a, p. 10:
b B Y b RS oay ALl LS G 6l el g
S tegd )W) RS 3Ll O el ol deddl 00
S o 5 ali g O gy ASdal) e e s deiST 1550
In this lane there are several churches for the Melkites:

they are the church of Saint Nicolas, which was later named after Andrew
the disciple in the way known as al-Nabazin®®,

The Church of the forty martyrs,
The Church of Barbara,

The church of Saint George for the Melkites. They bury their dead in
these churches.

16) There is a special devotion to saint Nicolas among the Melkites in Cairo. The pa-
triarchate is named after him. It goes without saying that Saint Nicolas was a bishop of Asia
Minor. cf. Gérard VIAUD, Le secret des mystérieuses rues du Caire, le Caire, 1990, p. 7.

17) The first vizier of al-Amir (1101-1130), al-Afdal, appointed a Christian and a Jew to
the head of the Diwan al-tahqiq (office of justice) that he had just founded (1107-1108) to su-
pervise expenditure. The Christian, Abu al-Barakat Yuhanna ibn Abi Layth, held this post un-
til his execution in 1134. The renovation of the church should take place between 1108-1134
when Ibn Layth was holding this office.

18) De Lacy O’LEARY, The Saints of Egypt, London, 1937, pp. 208-209.

19) Gérard VIAUD, Le secret des mystérieuses rues du Caire, Le Caire, 1990, p. 2. Aziz
S. ATIYA, «Harit al-Rumy», CE 4, pp. 1206b-1207b. Otto F. August MEINARDUS, Christian
Egypt Ancient and Modern, American University in Cairo, Cairo, 1977, pp. 304-305.

20) The name of this way means «the nickname».
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Commentary
For saint Nicolas see above.

Saint Andrew is the brother of Peter and son of Jonah. He is mentioned
in the Gospels several times. Several early traditions are related to Saint
Andrew. According to Eusebius relying, apparently, upon Origen, Andrew’s
mission field was 'AvSpéas 8¢ T 2kublav «Andrew in Scythia»®' Saint
Gregory of Nazianzus in the Homily 33 mentions: «What is in common be-
tween Paul and the Nations... ‘ Avdpéq mpds THv Hrmelpovn™. St. Jerome
in his letter LIX to Marcella mentions «In omnibus locis uersabatur:... cum
Andrea in Achaia» «(God) was everywhere: ...with Andrew in Achaia»™.
While Theodoret of Cyrus in his commentary on the psalm 117 mention:
«Thus the divinely inspired Andrew illuminated Greece with the rays of the
knowledge of God»**. The homily number 19 of Proclus of Constantinople
was entirely dedicated to Saint Andrew. There is a late tradition that he
preached in Byzantium.

The forty martyrs of Sebaste suffered the martyrdom in Asia Minor®.
Severus of Antioch delivered two homilies commemorating these martyrs
i.e. homily 18 and homily 41. A church in the monastery of al-Suriani is
named after them™.

Saint Barbara is also from a Roman origin and also commemorated in

21) Gustave BARDY, FEusebe de Césarée, Histoire Ecclésiastique (coll. Sources
Chrétiennes 31), Cerf, Paris, 1952, Ch. IL: 1/1, p. 97.

22) C. MORESCHINI et P. GALLAY, Grégoire de Nazianze, Discours 32-37 (coll. Sources
Chrétiennes 318), Cerf, Paris, 1985, Homélie 33: 11, pp. 180-181.

23) J. LABOURT, Saint Jérome, Lettres, Tome III (Coll. des Universités de France publié
sous le patronage de L’association Guilaume Bude), Paris, 1953, p. 89. According to Gregory
of Nazianzus, Luke went to Achaia cf. C. MORESCHINI et P. GALLAY, Grégoire de Nazianze,
Discours 32-37 (coll. Sources Chrétiennes 318), Cerf, Paris, 1985, Homily 33: 11, pp.180-181.

24) Robert HILL, Theodoret of Cyrus, Commentary on the Psalms, Psalms 73-150 (coll.
The Fathers of the Church, a New translation 102), Catholic University of America Press,
Washington D.C., 2001, p. 236: 4-6.

25) De Lacy O’LEARY, The Saints of Egypt, London, 1937, pp. 247-248.

26) Otto F. August MEINARDUS, Monks and Monasteries of the Egyptian Deserts,
American University in Cairo, Cairo, 2002, p. 142, while wrongly identify it as the Church of
the Forty Nine martyrs. Hugh G. EVELYN-WHITE, The Monasteries of Wadi 'n Natrun, ed.
Walter HAUSER et al., vol. 3 (coll. The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Egyptian Expedition),
New York 1932, pp. 208-209.
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the Coptic Church®’.

Saint George is originally from Cappadocia and is also commemorated
in the Coptic Church®®.
3. Harit Bargwan

Fol. 11a, p. 14:

Wlait g aSlad oy ilaldl oltlad 5 bLa) daldl b g 2us”

The church of Thomas the disciple in the sultanian manakhat®, it belongs
to the Melkites and it was built by Amir al-Guy$ Badr’® during the cali-
phate of al-Mustansir (1035-1094 AD).

Commentary

According to the Coptic Synaxarium Thomas preached in India, Prakias
and Macedonia. He is commemorated on the 26 Pachons®'. Tt seems as this
church was a recent construction, the patriarch dedicated to Saint Thomas,
patron- saint of Macedonia, which is also close to Constantinople.

4. Matariya™
Fol. 21a, p. 28:
OUUA\WU\MUJ}EQJ\}M.LE_JCJ\MHWJ

At that well was the stone on which our Lord Jesus Christ —to whom is
the glory— sat when he came to the land of Egypt with the Lady Virgin

27) De Lacy O’LEARY, The Saints of Egypt, London, 1937, p. 98.

28) De Lacy O’LEARY, The Saints of Egypt, London, 1937, pp. 140-145.

29) Le. the place of kneeling the camels of the sultan.

30) Subhi Y. LABIB, «Badr al-Jamali», CE 2, pp. 324b-326a, c. 1073-1079 AD.

31) 1. FORGET, Synaxarium Alexandrinum, CSCO 67, Peeters, Louvain, 1954, pp. 139-141.

32) Ugo ZANETTI, «Matarieh, la sainte-Famille et les baumiers», Analecta Bollandiana
111 (1993), 21-62. TimM, 41/4 Wiesbaden, 1988, pp. 1613-1620.
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(Mart) saint Mary and the chosen elder, Joseph the carpenter.
Usually the messenger of the Byzantine (Rum) and the franks, the Abys-
sinians and the Nubians when they reached the gate (of the city) they
went to Matariya and erected altars and celebrated (the Fucharist) and
partook (the communion) and afterwards they bathed with its water.
Commentary
The Melkites are not mentioned expressly and this is not a church but
just a portable altar.
B. DELTA

1. Kom Ifin™®
Fol. 26a, p. 35:
Kom I§fin one church for the Melkites and it was destroyed during the
reign of the Guzz.
Commentary
Kom I$fin is in Qalyub not far from Musturud, the name of the church
is not mentioned. A church Coptic is attested in the eighteenth century.
2. Qalyib™
Fol. 26b, p. 36:
JB 3 g b B A L mlly 8 ke Boly 1S Ul ol S
ekt clgad M3
And the Melkites has a prosperous (active) church at this region. The
Churches owned seven feddans of black scil and they had been trans-
ferred to the Muslim jurist (Fugaha).
Commentary

The name of the church is not mentioned. The reason of transferring the

33) TiMM, 41/3, Wiesbaden, 1985, p. 1433.
34) TomM, 41/5, Wiesbaden, 1991, pp. 2099-2100.
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land of the Melkites is not known; it might be that the congregation was not
strong enough to defend its right from Muslims.
3. Sammannid®®
Fol. 31b, p. 45:
C,J&)J;C,JL{) o & w.,g.LEJ\ r...u\ LA&JW Lgde C)l:‘- w:‘-"—:’)
B egalr s pglley Bl 6 ladl aelen Baslons L jlas D3don s
gy o (o 851555 ol

Outside the city of Sammanniid, there was a church of the Melkites
named after saint Abli George. It was decayed and it was renovated with
the help of a body of Jacobite Christians at their expenses and their digni-
ty during the caliphate of al-*Adid and the vizierate of Tali‘ ibn Ruzaik.

Commentary

For saint George see above.

The Melkite congregation of Sammanniad was small and poor hence
they needed the helps of the Copts
4. The lake of Tanis (Abwan from al-Basmiir)*®

Fol. 31b, p. 45:

eSbel) 5 allalt sl day

Blomast gyt g Bag )l R B 3 by 0 Al gyl o

5ol m Bas ALl OVl goddl g Ll By O
A church of the Melkites dedicated to the Pure Lady.

A monastery of saint Pachomius of the Melkite and it was destroyed by
the Guzz in the year 564°".

Abwan®® and its villages from al-Ba¥miir’®, the Melkites had seven pros-
perous churches.

35) Tomm, 41/5, Wiesbaden, 1991, pp. 2254-2263.
36) TiMM, 41/6, Wiesbaden, 1992, p. 2504.

37) 564 AH = 1168 AD.

38) TmM, 41/1, Wiesbaden, 1984, p. 56.

39) TiMM, 41/1, Wiesbaden, 1984, pp. 354-356.
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Commentary

The monastery of Saint Pachomius is one of rare monasteries in the
hand of the Melkites of Egypt with the monastery of Turah®. Despite that
saint Pachomius, is from Egyptian origin, as his name shows, he is also ve-
nerated in the Chalcedonian church.

The author did not mention any name of the seven churches of Abwan.

5. Mahallah Kubra Bikrimis®
Fol. 33a, p .48:

T N S B I ER R SN L

The Melkites had a church named after George outside of al-Mahalla and
close of Bihrimis®.

Commenatry
For saint George see above,

Bihrimis or Hiirin Bihrimis as a village to the north of Mahalla.

6. Dimirah al-Buhériyah® and Digwa™**
Fol. 41a, p. 62:
sl ) L eSdally
AL g o3 8l p da )l Lol g 3557 2l
(There are) four churches for the Melkites.

In Diqwa’ there are four prosperous churches. Two of them are of the
Melkites.

40) It is important to mention that the monastery of Saint Antony in the Red sea was for
a while in the hand of the Melkites cf. Otto F. August MEINARDUS, Monks and Monasteries of
the Egyptian Deserts, American University in Cairo, Cairo, 2002, pp. 6-7.

41) TimMm, 41/4, Wiesbaden, 1988, pp. 1527-1530.

42) Ramzi, vol. 1, p. 472.

43) TimM, 41/1, Wiesbaden, 1984, pp. 427-429.

44) TiMM, 41/2, Wiesbaden, 1984, pp. 872-873.
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Commentary

As most of the churches of the Lower Egypt, Abh al-Makarim did not
provide the name of these churches
7. Zifta®

Fol. 42b, p. 64:

NPPNVARROWE KA WIPRET PRIV N1 P S SR

The district of Zifta there is a church named after the angel Michael and

the Melkites had two churches but they were demolished.

Commentary

The name of these two churches are not preserved, the circumstances of
the destroying of these churches are not mentioned this could be an indica-
tion that this took place long time before the compiling of the book of Abii
al-Makarim.

8. Quwisna

Fol. 47a, p. 75:
w’;uﬁ)y‘)wcﬂb L&AJ Sﬁw’ Sw:u.:: L@.J L\,w._r).;
eShell Axy Ly - U

In Quwisna there is a church named after the pure Lady with three altars
one for the Copts, one for the Armenians and one for the Melkites.

Tanah*, there is a church for the Melkites.

Commentary

This is one of the multi-confessional churches*’. The patron saint is the
Virgin Mary who is venerated by all the confessions. It seems that the Chris-
tians were few so that joined together in one Church, We do not have any in-

45) TiMm, 41/4, Wiesbaden, 1988, pp. 1669-1670.

46) TiMM, 41/6, Wiesbaden, 1992, pp. 2489-2491. TiMM, 41/4, Wiesbaden, 1988, pp.
1667-1668.

47) Youhanna Nessim YOUSSEF, «Multiconfessional churches in Egypt during the XII
Century», Bulletin of Saint Shenouda the Archmandrite Coptic Society 5 (1998-1999), 45-54.
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formation about these multi-confessional churches. Each community might
have a separate sanctuary, as was the case of the church of Saint Menas in
Old-Cairo, which was shared between Copts, Armenians and Syriac up to
the seventieth century®®.

9. Dagahlyah (Minyat Saha, Al-Barmiinian, Busat Qurus, Tanah)®

Fol. 48a, p. 78:
L_gjl_ﬁ u..;_.,\_ﬂ\ (K_a.:.:) .b..}.U)uﬁJw E.Ls-bc_q i Z:.LG_LU\UA L@..Ju s
() ASdally e
(re) oW g ol Sl ol e il any L BB e 1 ge )
() ALY
AU (i) Ll (re) B A 1 o9 Bl
Minyat Saha from al-Daqahlyah there are three churches: a church for

the Armenians, a church for the Copts named after Saint George and a
church for the Melkites.

Al-Barmiinian®® from Dagahlyah, there is two churches: a church for the
named after the lady Virgin and a church for the Armenians and a church for
the Melkites.

Busat Qurus’' from Gharbiyah, there is a church for the Copts and a
church for the Melkites
Commentary

It seems that the province of Daqahlyah had large community of Chris-
tians including Armenian, Melkites and Copts.

10. Fisa™
Fol. 51a, p. 85:

48) Charalambia COQUIN, Les édifices Chrétiens du Vieux Caire, Vol. 1, Bibliographie
et topographie historiques [coll. Bibliothéques d’études Coptes XT], Le Caire, 1974, pp. 7-8.

49) TmmM, 41/2, Wiesbaden, 1984, pp. 556-558.

50) TimMm, 41/1, Wiesbaden, 1984, pp. 340-341.

51) TmMM, 41/1, Wiesbaden, 1984, pp. 457-459.

52) TmMM, 41/2, Wiesbaden, 1984, pp. 959-960.
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.\J;;grimh__,qvjuym)w)w:uw@ sde g Al

In Fisa there are several churches: Three churches of the Jacobites, and
for the Melkites and Armenians an unknown number to be mentioned.

Commentary

The text here is unclear; the documentation of the compiler was not ac-
curate.

11. Damietta®
Fol. 74 b, p. 130:

L s OV lan Ly oy oSl s )l o g8 0 gt Ban Bolooo
et Y C)\_aja.'_uug;s;dk‘,wﬁde\)\ﬂY\cbw(a&g)

In Damietta, there is a church (named after) Mercurius the martyr, the
Melkites appropriated it, and wherein their metropolitan dwelt. (There is)
a church (named after) the pure fighter, Paul and Peter, and it is denoted
that in the year 578 a church of the Melkites was destroyed.

Commentary

The Metropolitan of Damietta is attested until the fourteenth century™.
The Melkite church destroyed in the year 1182AD (=578 AH) is not clear
whether is the same church of Paul and Peter or another church.

Saint Mercurius is not an Egyptian Church, He is a Roman army officer
who was born to a pagan Macedonian family of hunters in the third century,
and suffered martyrdom in the third century in Caesarea, Cappadocia, and is
credited with many subsequent miraculous appearances. He has Greek text
Saint Mercurius’ Passion Under Decius, (Bibliotheca Hagiographica Grae-
ca 1274), which is substantially in agreement with the Coptic text.

53) TmmmMm, 41/2, Wiesbaden, 1984, pp. 530-538.
54) Cf. Introduction.
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C. ALEXANDRIA

1. First Text
Fol. 83a, p. 144:
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And the holy paschal night, which is called Makya™ among them (the
Muslims), the inhabitants of the port lit candles in the windows and in the
houses and the doors and the streets. They make all kinds of sweets as it
is done in the three months. Some of them are invaders, they burn tar and
they wander carrying pots of fire, choppers and oil-lamps in the lanes and

streets from the evening to the next moming, they are full of delight and
gladness. On the Melkite festival of the Cross, (they do) the same.

Commentary

This text shows that there are some Muslims, converted from Christiani-
ty kept their traditions whether they were previously Copts (for the Passover)
or they were previously Melkites (for the feast of the Cross). The invaders
had other tradition of wandering in the streets with light.

2. Second Text

Fol. 91b, p. 157:
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The church of saint Peter the Apostle the head of the disciples, it was res-
tored by the abovementioned patriarch and returned back to the Melkites.

55) This term is unclear.
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Commentary

The abovementioned patriarch is Peter the 34™ 3 This tradition is before
the Arab conquest.

3. Third Text

Fol. 94b, p. 161:

Coannd 3ENT RS Vb g B ally BLYI B Calod) O L Wil Sy Juab
B sy ST pdiadl ods el LS &y il asis %AV
3B3Ld) oo Sl 048 b 48 Aol g (2 W1 il 3y oo AU 2
It was mentioned that when there was a disagreement in the faith and the
sects. The Melkites requested to have their own churches; the churches of
Alexandria were divided. The Jacobites have the church of al-Qamba,
which was mentioned above and the head of saint Mark. The Melkites
have this body and the monastery of the monastery of Asfal al-Ard’’. His

body was put there and was stolen by the franks the Venetians and he is
now is Venice...

Commentary

Most of the data concerning Alexandria are assembled from documents
related to the fifth to the eighth centuries, that is long time before Abi al-
Makarim times, this may indicates that at his time Alexandria lost its pre-
vious splendour.

4. Fourth Text
Fol. 95b-96a, pp.163-164:
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56) E. R. HARDY, “Peter IV”, CE 6, pp. 1948a-1948b.
57) René-Georges COQUIN and Maurice MARTIN, S.J., “Dayr Asfal al-Ard”, CE 3, pp.
782b-783b.
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And the seat of the city of Alexandria remained vacant without patriarch
during the reign of Phocas. The Persian overcame (the Romans) for seven
years. And it was vacant from the patriarch of the Melkites for ninety-
seven years after the fleeing of Hercules from Syria (al-Sham) and Alex-

andria in the third year of his reign and in the beginning of the caliphate
of Omar Ibn al-Khattab.

The details of year where the seat of Alexandria was vacant from the pa-
triarch of the Melkite group are 97: during the caliphate of Omar ibn al-
Khattab, ten years and six months and five days; during the days of Oth-
man Ibn ‘Affan, eleven years and ten months and nineteen days; during
the days of Ali Ibn Abi Talib, four years and nine months; during the ca-
liphate of al-Hussein his son, six month and six days, during the days of
Mu‘awiah Ibn Abi Sufian, nineteen years and three months and twenty
five days; Sakhr ibn Harb ibn Yazid his son, three years and ten months
and forty days; Marwan ibn al-Hakam ten months, ‘Abd al-Hakam his
son, twenty one years and seven months and seventeen days; Sulayman,
two years and seven months, Omar Ibn Abd al-Aziz two years and five
months and twenty three days; Yazid ibn ‘Abd al-Malik four years and
one month; from the kingdom of Higam ibn ‘Abd al-Malik four years and
eight months and ten days, this one was lover of silver and miser till the
fifth year of it (of his reign). Since the year hundred and six to the year
one hundred and ten, there were eighty-nine years ninety month and one
hundred and eighty days. The total is ninety-seven years.
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Commentary

This information was taken from the Annales of Sa‘id Ibn Batrig.

5. Fifth Text
Fol. 98 b, p. 168:
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It was mentioned that the monastery of Asfal-al-Ard became in the hands
of the Melkites from the Copts when the churches were divided and the
body of Mark after the division and the head of saint mark became for the
Jacobites. The Church of al-Qamha and the body of Mark. This monas-
tery belongs to the Melkites and it was mentioned that it was the Bucalis,
(the cow stable) the spot where Saint Mark was martyred and from there
he was pulled with a rope in his leg around the whole city.

Commentary

Both Copts and Melkites claimed the notoriety of Saint Mark.

6. Sixth Text

Fol. 99a, p. 169:
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That chapter contains what belongs to the sect of the Melkite inside and
outside the harbour, in it the church of Ab@i Menas in the road (Khat) of co-
lonnade and the gate of the Jews through which it leads to the outside of the
city. This (church) is for the Melkites and the Maltese (Malagitah) together.

Chapter: It was mentioned that these churches owned gold, silver, crystal
and veils among which a garment and an altar clothe (Prospherine) with
the image of our Lord Christ embroidered with golden thread and the king
and the queen. (There is) a wonderful reddish chalice with serpents on its
handle, a golden paten with a cross carved with jewels and precious
stones; a golden icon with the image of Lady and Lord in her bosom. All
these were brought by Anba Sabas Ibn al-Laith in the caliphate of Al-
Amir and the vizierate of al-Afdal Sahanshah. It was mentioned that the
estimated price was 10.000 Egyptian dinars. This Sabas was a physician
and he found the king sick, he treated him and he (the king) was cured. So
he (the king) extremely honoured him (Sabas) so that he rode at daytime
in Constantinople a horse and holding a lighted candle in his hand.

The church of Saint George, in the road of obelisk of Pharoah, this ob-
elisk is a monument of the pharaonic monuments, and the gate of the jews
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is for the Melkites and the body of Anianus the second patriarch after
Mark is buried outside this church and nobody knows its place.

A church in Cupa (dome) in the east of Alexandria, this was shared be-
tween Melkites and Genenoans.

Church of Saint Nicolas in the road of the bath of the two brothers, it was
shared between Melkites and Pisanians.

The church of Saint Sabas in the road of al-Qumra, in which the Melkites
pray. The annales of Said Ibn Batriq the Melkite testified that the Jacobites
laid hands on the churches of the Melkites in Alexandria and Cairo (Misr)
till Cosma became patriarch for the Melkites and he was illiterate and
worked as a maker of needles. He went to Damascus and could get a decree
from Hisham Ibn Abdel Malek to restore their property of the churches.

The church of John the Baptist, is so small. It is the burial place for Mel-
kite persons™. It is between the (lane of the) Rope-makers and the big
market. It was mentioned that this church was very large. The patriarch
Philotheus™, the sixty-third in number (of succession) undertook its resto-
ration however Muslim prevailed over it and took most of (its surface).
They built houses and shops and what remained was only this part.

Church of the Qaysariyyah (Caesaea) belongs to the Melchites.

Church of Creniua, where Proterius the Melkite patriarch was assassi-
nated by the inhabitants of Alexandria. His body was transported on ca-
melback to the stadium Ptolemy where it was burned.

Commentary

The rest of the account of Abii al-Makarim is taken from the Chronicle
of Said Ibn Batrik about the reign of Justinian known as the philosopher and
the patriarchate of Apollinarius®.

Saint Menas is commemorated by Copts and Melkites.

Saint Sabas is an important saint for Melkite, he was a monk in the sixth
in Palestine.

For saint George and saint Nicolas see above.

58) The text is not clear; it could mean also that it only can contain two persons sleep-
ing. It belongs to the Melkites.

59) Subhi Y. LaBiB, «Philotheus», CE 6, pp. 1959b-1960a. Coptic patriarch 979-1003.

60) Jean MASPERO, Histoire des patriarches d’Alexandrie depuis la mort de I"empereur
Anasiase jusqu'a la réconciliation des églises jacobites (published posthumously, Paris,
1923).
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7. Seventh Text
Fol. 12b-14a:
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The end of this was that he went over the sect of the Melkites, and con-
fessed the Two natures and the Melkites received him

Fol. 15b -:
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He also abrogated the three days of the Fast of Nineveh and the
firstweek of the Fast, according to the rule of the Melkites... Moreover, his
creed, which he expounded and which is contained in the books, which he
wrote, is such no Christian community accepts, not even the Melkites who
he approached.

Fol. 49b:

Volume two

South of Cairo

The affairs of Ibn Qanbar®’.

D. SoUuTH OF CAIRO

1. The Melkite Dér al-qusér™

61) For a detailed study about this person, cf. Samir KHALIL, « Vie et ceuvre de Marc
Ibn al-Qunbar », in Christianisme d’Egypte, Hommages & René-George Coquin (coll. Cahiers
de la Bibliothéque Coptes 9), Peeters, Louvain, 1995, pp.123-158.

62) TimM, 41/2, Wiesbaden, 1984, pp. 779-789.
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The patriarch Eustathius founded this monastery the church of the of the
Apostles, and he founded a cell for the bishops. The monastery is in the
possession of the Melkites, and contains a body of their monks. There is
kept every year the festival of saint Arsenius, on the 13™ of Bashans. This
Eustathius was a linen-merchant, found a treasure on a pathway, and then
he became a monk in this monastery and built in it that which has been

mentioned. After that he was made patriarch of the Melkites and the
length of his patriarchate was sixty-four years.

Fol. 53 a:

2. Halwan district®

oo ol el g2l il e Oy e b el e 315 Ll dny
A obadl Yea 15187y sl A ey 2 ja g dddal) dad) ada SIS
This church was founded by the Christian chamberlains ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn
Marwan, in the name of the glorious martyr Saint George. This church
was small, and was called the church of the Chamberlains. These Chris-
tian chamberlains were Melkites.

Commentary

For saint George see above.

Fol. 56b.
3. Afin®
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(There is) a church of saint Abii Menas called the church of the column

63) TimMm, 41/3, Wiesbaden, 1985, pp. 1074-1078.
64) Timm, 41/1, Wiesbaden, 1984, pp. 251-256.
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over which is an icon to which many votive offering are brought. The
Melkites have a sanctuary in this last church, which they celebrate the li-

turgy.

Commentary

For saint Menas see above.

Fol. 64b.

4. Saft Mediam®

ol o ol ga g Ladl) padst plds W Lgd Amalor Ay g gl i
M 3 V.g_jajjﬂ & IR
Saft Médiim, here there is an ecumenical church containing three altars: in
the middle, belonging to the Copts and named after the valiant martyr

Theodore; the second belonging to the Armenians an, and named after the
glorious martyr Saint George; the third dedicated to the Lady, the Virgin

Mary and belonging to the Melkites.

CONCLUSIONS

1. Churches

The Melkites in Egypt were mainly in Cairo, few cities of Lower Egypt.
For Alexandria, the Book of Abii al-Makarim does not reflect the situation of
the Melkites in the Twelfth century but rather it is a compilation of previous

sources.

South of Cairo there were only two churches mentioned which were

shared with the Copts in Atfih and Saft Médim.

Church Suburb City Remarks

St. Nicolas Harit Zuwailah Cairo Renovated by Ibn
al-Layth.

St. Nicolas, Harit al-Rim Cairo It was later named

the forty martyrs after Andrew.

St. Babara

St George

65) TimMM, 41/5, Wiesbaden, 1991, pp. 2228-2229.
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ﬁomas Harit Bargwan Cairo
Virgin Mary Matariya Cairo Portable altar
Pilgrimage for the
Franks, Byzantine,
Ethiopians and Nu-
bians
Unnamed Kom I3fin Delta Destroyed by
Ghuzz
Unnamed Qalyiib Delta The Muslim jurists
hijacked its posses-
sion
St George Outiside of the city | Delta Renovated by the
Sammannad help of the Jacobites
Virgin Mary The lake of Tanis Delta it was destroyed by
monastery of St the Ghuzz in the
Pachomius year 564 (1168)
Seven unnamed Abwan from al- Delta
churches Ba$mair
St George Outside of Delta
Mabhallah Kubra
close to Bihrimis
4 ynnamed Dimirah al- Delta
churches Buhériyah
2 unnamed Digqwa’ Delta
churches
2 unnamed Zifta Delta Destroyed already
churches in the time of Abii
al-Makarim
Virgin Mary Quwisna Delta Multi-confessional
for Copts, Melkites
and Armenians
Unnamed church | Tanah Delta
Unnamed church | Minyat Saha Delta
Unnamed church | Al-Barmiinian Delta
Unnamed church | Busat Qurus Delta
Unknown number | Fisa Delta Multi-confessional

for Armenians and
Melkites
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St. Mercurius Damietta Delta Dwelling of the
Metropolitan

Peter and Paul Damietta Delta Destroyed in 1182,

Alexandria Alexandria festival of the Cross

Peter the Apostle | Alexandria Alexandria Returned to the
hand of the Melkites

Church of St Alexandria Alexandria

Mark with his

body

monastery of As- | Alexandria Alexandria

fal al-Ard

The Melkite Dér Turah South of Cairo

al-qusér

St George Halwan district South of Cairo Church of the
Chamberlains.

An altar Atfih South of Cairo Multi-confessional
church

An altar, the Vir- | Saft Médim South of Cairo Multi-confessional

gin Mary church

2. Population

It is important to mention that the concentration of Christians in general
was in special suburbs such as Harit Zuwailah, Harit al-Riim (in Cairo).

In the provinces, Christians in general and Melkites in particular have
their churches outside the towns such as in Sammanniud, Mahallah Kubra
(close to Bihrimis)

Melkites shared some churches with Copts such as in Saft Médim,
Atfth, Quwisna.

3. Monastic life

As for Monasticism of the Melkites in Egypt, we have two inhabited
monasteries one in Dér al-qusér and one in Alexandria, while the other mo-
nastery of Tanis was destroyed.

4. Venerated saints

The documentation of Abii al-Makarim is incomplete showing 19
churches unnamed out of 33 churches.
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Most of the Melkite churches are named after saints accepted by Copts
except saint Sabas in Alexandria.

It is important to mention that most of the churches are dedicated to
non-egyptian saints except the monastery of saint Pachomius.

5. Intercummunal relationship

The book of Abii al-Makarim reflects the evolution of the attitude be-
tween Copts and Melkites, while in the early centuries of the Arab conquest
Melkites and Copts tried to get churches from the other denomination such
as the case for the churches of Alexandria or the monastery of St Menas. But
later, under the Islamic government, the two Christian factions collaborated
together for keeping their churches, either by sharing the church or even
such in Quwisna the Coptic community helped Melkites for the restoration
of their Church or the patriarch Philotheus who restored the church of John
the Baptist in Alexandria.
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